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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.0n Thursday, February 13, the House is expected to consider H.R. 4, the
Republican leadership bill to reauthorize TANF. House leaders scheduled direct floor action without committee
review. Except for date changes, the bill, introduced February 4, is almost identical to the one passed by the
House last year (H.R. 4737). It includes concepts advanced by President Bush in February, 2002, including a 40-
hour work week for most TANF recipients and a requirement that states eventually engage 70 of recipients in a
work activity. The FY2004 budget, sent to Congress February 3, assumes reauthorization of TANF block grants
($16.5 billion annually) for 5 years. Since October 1, 2002, when the original program expired, TANF and related
programs of mandatory child care, transitional medicaid, and abstinence education have been operating
under temporary spending authority, scheduled to end March 31. The FY2003 Omnibus Appropriation bill,
H.J.Res. 2, approved by the Senate January 23, would continue TANF, on FY2002 terms, through September 30.
The FY2004 budget proposes to replace Section 8 housing vouchers for low-income families with a block grant
called Housing Assistance for Needy Families (HANF), to permit states to operate foster care programs with a
block grant, to increase the child .
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