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of Gottingen, language: English, abstract: In the long list of English rulers there is only one king who achieved to
be honored with the epithet the Great. Alfred the Great is known today as one of the most successful kings of
England and has become a national hero. The role of the national failure, however, has been ascribed to King
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about one hundred years apart and both had to face the same enemy: the Vikings from Scandinavia. Although
it seems as if the two kings ruled under the same prerequisites, their reigns had very different outcomes and
they have opposing reputations today. King Alfred, who ruled the kingdom of Wessex from 871 to 899, is today
remembered and glorified as a great Christian king, who defeated the Vikings, who continuously invaded and
plundered England in the second half of the ninth century. Apart from great military and political
achievements, Alfred also stands for educational reform and is credited for having laid the foundations for
what was to become the Anglo-Saxon kingdom. King Ethelred ruled this kingdom from 978 to 1016. Today, he is
seen as a weak and powerless king, who did not manage to fight off the Vikings who were attacking the Anglo-
Saxon kingdom during his reign, especially at the beginning of the eleventh century. He is accused of having
lost control over his kingdom and having handed it over to the Vikings without developing a coherent strategy
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