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FLOWING UPSTREAM: EMPOWERING WOMEN THROUGH WATER
MANAGEMENT INITIATIVES IN INDIA

Foundation Books in association with Centre for Environment Education, New Delhi, India. Hardcover. Book
Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. First Edition. In a world fraught with visions of an impending
'water crisis' it is not surprising that the main barrier to achieving the Millennium Goals of Development of
water, sanitation and hygiene, for all, is not seen as a lack of willingness to learn from the past, to acknowledge
failure and success and respect the diversity of approaches and social actors. this book brings together five in-
depth case studies of civil society interventions from di>erent parts of India which have struggled to resolve
issues of women's participation, equity and sustainability in community based water management systems.
From the water scarce areas of coastal Gujarat where UTTHAN has been promoting decentralized and gender
equitable water alternatives to the SEWA campaign on women, water and work, and AKRSP(I)s attempts to
involve women farmers in participatory irrigation management interventions in adivasi dominated South
Gujarat, from community liA-irrigation schemes in Jharkhand managed by womens group promoted by
PRADAN, to SOPPECOMs e>orts in facilitating rights to water and land for women and the landless in
Maharashtra, the case studies illustrate that the process of negotiating change of, flowing upstream is indeed
messy, complicated and complex. Emerging insights while located in a specific socio-economic, political and
cultural context provide a menu of essential but not necessarily su>icient, ingredients towards a strategy for
mainstreaming gender and equity rights in water management. Together, the cases raise important questions
on the social construction of water policy in India, the gendered structure of facilitating organizations,
networking and the role of learning in developing accountable and socially inclusive governance mechanisms
for managing our natural resources. Contents Preface 1. Why is Gender Equity a Concern For Water
Mangement? 2. Negotiating Gender...
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