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although High School Diploma (US) or GCSE-level (UK) mathematics plus some basic trigonometry will suffice
most of the time. Most of the physics and engineering involved is described fully and requires no prior
knowledge or experience. This is a how to book that provides the knowledge and background required to
understand how and why telescopes work. Equipped with the techniques discussed in this book, the observer
will be able to operate with confidence his or her telescope and to optimize its performance for a particular
purpose. In principle the observer could calculate his or her own predictions of planetary positions
(ephemerides), but more realistically the observer will be able to understand the published data lists properly
instead of just treating them as recipes. When the observer has obtained measurements, he/she will be able to
analyze them in a scientific manner and to understand the significance and meaning of the results. Telescopes
and Techniques, 3rd Edition fills a niche at the start of an undergraduate astronomer s university studies, as...
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