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Financial Changes of That Period, and Their Effects Upon Revenue, Trade, Manufactures and Employment The
writer of the following pages has endeavoured to present a clear and concise narrative of the fiscal changes
adopted since 1842, and of their effects upon the revenue, trade, manufactures, and employments of the United
Kingdom. The period under review has been marked by a series of bold financial measures, which have
remodelled the details of British taxation, and have conferred upon this country a degree of prosperity
unexampled in its previous history. These measures include the revision, on four separate occasions, of the
Customs Tariff, the repeal of the Corn and Navigation Laws, the abolition of the great majority of Customs and
Excise Duties, and the negociation and ratification of the French Treaty. The arguments employed for and
against these measures have been stated, as far as practicable, in the language of the various speakers as
recorded in Hansard s Parliamentary Debates. The statistical tables have been compiled from the annual
statements issued by the Board of Trade and the Commissioners of Customs and Inland Revenue. The author
returns his grateful acknowledgments to the numerous gentlemen who have rendered valuable assistance in
the prosecution of his work, especially to those who, by supplying information respecting the present rents of
land, have enabled him to show that the development of free-trade principles is beneficial to the Landed
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